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Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not o
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance
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Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please
them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from them, but to show
that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the
teaching about God our Savior attractive. (Titus 2:9-10)

All passages, unless otherwise noted, are from the New International Version of the Bible.
You can download the free YouVersion Bible app that includes the NIV translation at your favorite app store.
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message notes

1)

The Cosmic Christ

Slaves & Masters
Colossians 3:22-4:1/Acts 24

Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

(Colossians 3:11)

The Cosmic Christ
Work: A Renewed Vision

Do not lie to each another, since you have taken off your
old self with its practices and have put on the new self,

which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
Creator. (Colossians 3:9-10)

It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Colossians 3:24)

Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair,

because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

(Colossians 4:1)

Consider just your job, the work you do to make a living.
This is one of the clearest ways possible of focusing upon
apprenticeship to Jesus. To be a disciple of Jesus is,
crucially, to be learning from Jesus how to do your job as
Jesus himself would do it. New Testament language for
this is to do it “in the name” of Jesus. Once you stop to
think about it, you can see that not to find your job to be
a primary place of discipleship is to automatically
exclude a major part, if not most, of your waking hours
from life with him. It is to assume to run one of the
largest areas of your interest and concern on your own
...other than Jesus...

The specific work to be done—whether it is making ax handles or tacos,
selling automobiles or teaching kindergarten, investment banking or
political office, evangelizing or running a Christian education program,
performing in the arts or teaching English as a second language—is of
central interest to God. He wants it well done. It is work that should be
done, and it should be done as Jesus himself would do it. Nothing can
substitute for that . ..

We do the job well because that is what Jesus would like, and we admire
and love him. It is what he would do. We “do our work with soul, to the
Lord, not to men” (Col. 3:23). “It is the Lord Christ you serve”(v. 24). As his
apprentices, we are personally interacting with him as we do our job, and
he is with us, as he promised, to teach us how to do it best. ...

To repeat the crucial point: if we restrict our discipleship to special
religious times, the majority of our waking hours will be isolated from the
manifest presence of the kingdom in our lives. Those waking hours will be
times when we are on our own on our job. Our time at work—even
religious work—uwiill turn out to be a “holiday from God.”

(Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy)

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when
their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and
reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters. (Colossians 3:22-23)

It is possible for the housewife to cook a meal as if Jesus Christ were going
to eat it, or to spring-clean the house as if Jesus Christ were to be the
honoured guest. It is possible for teachers to educate children, for doctors
to treat patients and nurses to care for them, for solicitors to help clients,
shop assistants to serve customers, accountants to audit books and
secretaries to type letters as if in each case they were serving Jesus Christ.
(John Stott, God's New Society: The Message of Ephesians)




