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Simon’s Story
Five Turning Points

= TheFirst Encounter: A New Name

The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah”
(that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of
John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter). (John 1:41-42)

= Caesarea Philippi: A Powerful Profession

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the
Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?” Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah,
for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven And | tell you that you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
(Matthew 16:13-18)

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never,
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.” (Matthew 16:21-23)
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= The Last Supper: An Ominous Prediction

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your
faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” But he replied, “Lord, |
am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” Jesus answered, “| tell you, Peter, before the rooster
crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.” (Luke 22:31-34)

The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken
to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and
wept bitterly. (Luke 22:61-62)

= The Resurrection: The Great Reversal

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of
Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God's eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the
judges! As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:18-20)

= The Apostle Peter: The Living Hope

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
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Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your
faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. (Luke 22:31-32)

All passages, unless otherwise noted, are from the New International Version of the Bible.
You can download the free YouVersion Bible app that includes the NIV translation at your favorite App Store.
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Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

All passages, unless otherwise noted, are from the New International Version of the Bible.
You can download the free YouVersion Bible app that includes the NIV translation at your favorite App Store.



