








THE KINGDOM GOSPEL 

What we can call the kingdom gospel best captures the preaching of Jesus 
and the early church. This is the gospel first announced by John the Baptist: 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near" (Matt. 3:2).Jesus preached this 
gospel as well: "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good 
news!" (Mark 1:15). Right up to his ascension,Jesus' disciples expected him 
to establish the kingdom.11 The early church also expected this throughout
the thirty years after, right up to Paul's last days. "For the next two years, 
Paul lived in Rome at his own expense. He welcomed all who visited him, 
boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And no one tried to stop him" (Acts 28:30-31 NLT).Jesus promised 
that this gospel of "the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached 
through the whole world, so that all nations will hear it; and then the end 
will come" (Matt. 24:14). 

What is the kingdom gospel? It is the pro,lamation of the rule and 
reign of Christ over all of life. This good news began with his deliverance 
of ancient Israel and his promises to save human kind from the kingdom of 
darkness, despair, sin, and death through a Messiah. It is the announcement 
that the promised Messiah has come as Jesus, who is the long-expected king 
who will sit on God's throne. Through him we have access to eternal life, 
and we come under his rule by following him and becoming his disciples. 
From him we learn how to live our lives to the fullest. The good news is 
that it doesn't matter if we are Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female. 
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