


remember that the call to us is not to do as much as it is to receive. 

We love him because he first loved us. This is why the preaching of 

the gospel is essential, and why there is nothing more important on 

the face of the earth than ministers and teachers of the gospel teach­

ing plainly-p/ain(y!-the love of God toward every person. That is 

why John 3:16 is so vital: "For God so loved the world ... " 

He First Loved Us 

I love old hymns. They have a beautiful way of expressing truth, 

and the lyrics are often taken directly from the Scripture. These two 

stanzas from an eighteenth-century German hymn based on Luke 

15:2 plainly illustrate the wide embrace of God's great love: 

Christ receiverh sinful men, 

spread this word of grace to all 

who the heavenly pathway leave, 

all who linger, all who fall. 

Sing it o'er and o'er again; 

Christ receiveth sinful men. 

Make the message clear and plain: 

Christ receiverh sinful men. 2 

One of the accusations the Pharisees made against Jesus was that 

he received sinners. This is very important for us to know. Jesus is 

the expression of the love of God for us, and in him we sec the many 

ways God deals with people in mercy and grace. Jesus delighted in 

every individual; so, too, with us. He focused on what was of value 

in them; so, too, with us. He related to them, he associated with 

them, he got right down where they were and served them. So, too, 

with us; he meets us where we are, wherever we are. The darkest 

valley doesn't frighten him away. In the gospel of Mark we find a 

beautiful description of his affection for his disciples: 
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