


















10 Dallas Willard 

A common saying expresses the same attitude: "Don't do as 

I do, do as I say" (more laughs?). Jesus said of certain religious 

leaders-the scribes and Pharisees-of his day, "Do whatever they 

teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not 

practice what they teach" (Matthew 23:3 ). But that was no joke, 

and still isn't. We must ask what he would say of us today. Have 

we not elevated this practice of the scribes and Pharisees into a 

first principle of the Christian life? Is that not the effect, whether 

intended or not, of making discipleship optional? 

We are not speaking here of perfection, nor of earning God's gift 

of life. Our concern is only with the manner of entering into that 

life. While none can merit salvation, or the fullness of life of which 

it is the root and natural part, all must act if it is to be theirs. By 

what actions of the heart, what desires and intentions, do we find 

access to life in Christ? Paul's example instructs us. He could say, in 

almost one breath, both "I am not perfect" (Philippians 3:12) and 

"Do what I do" (Philippians 4:9). His shortcomings-whatever they 

were-lay back of him, but he lived forward into the future through 

his intention to attain to Christ. He was both intent upon being like 

Christ (Philippians 3:10-14) and confident of upholding grace for 

his intention. He could thus say to all, "Follow me. I'm found!" ("Be 

imitators of me, as I am of Christ"-1 Corinthians 11:1). 
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circles-the widely accepted concept that we humans can choose 

to accept Christ only because we need him as Savior and that we 

have the right to postpone our obedience to him as Lord as long 

as we want to!"1 He then goes on to state "that salvation apart 

from obedience is unknown in the sacred scriptures." 

This "heresy" has created the impression that it is quite 

reason­able to be a "vampire Christian." One in effect says to 

Jesus, "I'd like a little of your blood, please. But I don't care to be 

your student or have your character. In fact, won't you just excuse 

me while I get on with my life, and I'll see you in heaven." But can 

we really imag­ine that this is an approach that Jesus finds 

acceptable? 

And when you stop to think about it, how could one 

actually trust him for forgiveness of sins while not trusting him 
for much more than that? You can't trust him without believing 

that he was right about everything, and that he alone has the key 

to every as­pect of our lives here on earth. But if you believe 

that, you will naturally want to stay just as close to him as you 
can, in every as­pect of your life. 
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