EPILOGUE

All life’s urgency is concentrated on the present
moment. to-day is all that we possess. Yesterday has
passed from us. To-morrow is not ours. God’s time for
His people is indicated by the two words “now” and
“to-day.” Our study, therefore, of the subject of the
Will of God is of practical and immediate importance
in its bearing on the interests of the present. If we
remember “all the way which the Lord our God hath
led us,” it is only in order that, taking warmning from our
failures, and deriving encouragement from the
unfailing faithfulness of God, we may “forget the
things that are behind” in our devotion to present duty.
If we contemplate the coming glory, it is only that its
light may be a source of inspiration to us as we “run
with patience the race that is set before us.” The Will
of God is the supreme subject in every life. The Old
and New Testaments alike testify to its importance.
Within that Will man finds perfection, pleasure,
permanence. It is practicable because of its nature, its
revelation, and the fact of its being accompanied with
the gift of life, which makes it possible to obey. It is
glorious, indeed, for heaven itself lies within the
compass of its thought. There remains one subject of
immediate practical moment. How may we know the
Will of God for to-day, in all the details of the hours as
they come and go; and how may we discover it in any
crises that may arise?

Two preliminary conditions must be fulfilled, those,




THE PERFECT WILL OF GOD

namely, of desire and devotion. The desire must
amount to readiness to obey. The devotion must be of
that practical nature that seeks to know and at all cost
follows to do. These conditions being fulfilled, light
may be expected in three ways:

From the Word of God.

From the immediate illumination of the indwelling
Spirit.

From the combination of circumstances.

Let us examine these separately, and then in their inter-
relation.

I. The Three Indications.

(1) The Word of God. For the most part, the Bible does
not lay down rules of human conduct; it enunciates
principles. There are exceptions to be found, arising
out of some local circumstances that demanded clear
and explicit statement of duty. But as the Bible is a
Book for all time and habits and manners change, the
framing of rules, which must necessarily change with
change of local conditions, would have defeated the
high end in view. The enunciation of principles, on the
other hand, which never change with changing
circumstances, calls forth on the part of man, in every
successive generation, his reasoning and reflective
powers, and answers the purpose of righteousness.

In coming to the Word of God, therefore, for
understanding of the Will of God, we are not to search
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for texts to defend private judgments. Nor are we, on
the other hand, to play tricks with the Bible, in order to
discover accidental messages to help us in forming
judgments. We are regularly, and devotionally, and
intelligently, to study, in order that we may discover
the revelation of principles. Where this is done as a
habit of the life, the mind will act under the power of
these principles, and the conclusions arrived at will be
in harmony with the intention of God.

(2) The Illumination of the Spirit. The doctrine of the
inner light is not sufficiently taught. To the individual
believer, who is, by the very fact of relationship to
Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God, there is
granted the direct impression of the Spirit of God on
the spirit of man, imparting the knowledge of His Will
in matters of the smallest and greatest importance. This
has to be sought and waited for. It is at this point that
it may be well for the seeker to take counsel with some
fellow-Christian, who in prayer and conversation may
be enabled to thrown light upon the problem.

It should, however, be remembered that others can
only give testimony as to their view of the problem
suggested. Such testimony is of great value. It cannot,
however, be final, and should only be given as
contributing thought, which may aid in solution. No
Spirit-taught man or woman will pretend to be able to
decide for a second person. Each must at last, having
received help, it may be, from conference with other
Christians, pass into some place of utter loneliness,
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where only the voice of the Spirit is heard. To such
waiting, a clear and definite answer must come.

(3) The Combination of Circumstances. In the fact of
the Divine government, this may be spoken of as the
opening and shutting of doors. There is no room for
doubt that God does, in infinite wisdom and power,
manipulate the facts and details of all human lives, in
such a way as to make “all things work together for
good to them that love God.” The open door does not
necessarily mean the easy pathway. This is a common
mistake. One has often heard persons say the way is
made plain, and by “plain” they mean easy. And vet,
those who know most of the immediate government of
God, will confess that the most plain pathway has often
been the most difficult.

The open door is an opportunity created, which is in
harmony with the principles of the Divine government
as declared in Scripture, and the desire for which has
been created in that fellowship with God into which no
other interest has been allowed to enter. This is a most
solemn consideration, and needs the severest caution.
There is no realm of human life into which the enemy
more successfully passes, and in which he works more
destruction, than that of motive. Desires based upon
motives other than the highest will often discover open
doors which are quite other than those which God
would open.

II. The Threefold Indication.
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The value of the three indications dealt with, lies in the
fact that not in any one of them is to be discovered the
warrant for action, but in their combination.

(1) With regard to the Word of God, many principles
of action therein recognized are not meant for all men
at all times. There must also be the inner light and the
open door.

(2) With regard to the leading of the Spirit, it cannot be
too constantly reaffirmed that such leading is never
contradictory to the truth of Scripture. There is so
much idle talk to-day about the leading of the Lord,
that at this point one would desire to speak most
strongly and solemnly. Some awful instances of gross
immorality have resulted from people following what
they imagined to be the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
even though the action was in direct disobedience to
the most emphatic statements and requirements of the
law of God. This is blasphemy of the worst kind.
Whenever, therefore, it is supposed that the Spirit is
leading, it is of the gravest importance that such
leading should be tested by the principles of the Word.

And again, the Spirit never leads without opening the
doors sooner or later. There may have been the waiting
of long discipline-and abiding in the Will of God
means rejoicing in all such discipline-and patient
waiting for His opening of the door, even when the
light is clearly shining as to the Spirit’s ultimate
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Intention.

(3) The open door that necessitates departure from
Scriptural teaching is the work of the devil; and no
matter how remarkable the success that appears to
follow efforts ostensibly made in the interests of the
kingdom of God, if the base of operation is not loyalty
to the revealed Will of God in Holy Scripture, the
fabric erected is but “hay, wood, stubble,” to be
destroyed in the cleansing fire at last.

And yet again, the open door, in harmony with the
principles of Scripture, is not to be entered, save as a
personal call is heard, and one is able to say, I do this
because [ have the witness of God’s Spirit with my
spirit that He so wills it.

Thus to summarize. We have ever the threefold test,
which is invaluable as to everyday details, and in the
crises of life; the truth of God, contained in the Word
of God; the purpose of God indicated by the Spirit of
God; the government of God exhibited in the opening
of doors by God.

One perpetual condition remains, that of obedience.
This word, it will be seen, is not here lightly used. It
presupposes a desire to know and to do, expressing
itself in devotion to seek and to obey. Such obedience
will ever be based on the perfect confidence of the
spirit of man 1in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.
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Where this confidence exists, the obedience will be
unquestioning, immediate, complete.

The tendency of the age is to softness. Some may read
this final message, and turning from it say, This is not
casy. Easy! When did Christ suggest ease to men in the
method of their own making? Did He not solemnly
warn those who would follow Him to count the cost,
and indicate that the pathway of His footprints
necessitated the denial of self and the taking of the
Cross? If the perfection of character, and pleasure of
life, and permanence of being for which we profess to
be desirous, are ever to be realized, it will be by
strenuous action; time, thought, energy, are all,
necessary.

Let the end be as the beginning. There is but one thing
that matters. It 1s that God’s Will should be done. To
that end let every one cast sloth away, and, “girding up
the loins of the mind, be sober and set the hope
perfectly on the grace that is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” The ultimate issue will
be perfect compensation for all the toil of the pathway
that leads thereto.
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