
READING ASSIGNMENT

A Simple Guide to Experience Miracles by JP Moreland – Chapter 7, pages 147-181

GETTING STARTED

This weekend, we continued our series, Hearing God and learned that once we are 
grounded in the Word of God, we can then learn to hear and discern God’s voice–both 
internally and externally.

As you begin this study, spend a few minutes looking to Jesus as our model for life. As 
you read Jesus’ words, ask the Holy Spirit to empower you and help you follow His 
example.

For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say 
all that I have spoken. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I 
say is just what the Father has told me to say.  John 12:49-50

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. This weekend we looked at a variety of ways God speaks to us, both internally and 
externally. What was one new thing you learned about hearing God’s voice? 

2. Joel taught about four ways that God speaks to us: 

• Hearing God on the Inside: through Conscience and Oughtness
• Hearing God on the Outside: through Others and Circumstances

a. Which of these ways occurs most often or comes most naturally to you?

b. How have you experienced God speaking to you in this way?

3. JP Moreland shares a powerful story of one of his experiences hearing the supernatu-
ral voice of God. Read the story on pages 161-163. What is your initial response to this 
story? Is it surprising to you that God would communicate in this way? How so?

4. On page 155 of Miracles, JP Moreland writes: 

I think God speaks to us in ways we will understand, so one approach does not fit 
every person or situation. But by reflecting on cases in which we very likely heard 

God’s voice, we can learn, through trial and error, to discern how God’s voice 
sounds to us. We learn to interpret the Scriptures through trial and error, learn from 
our mistakes, and do better the next time, so why not use that method regarding 
extrabiblical divine speaking? 

a. Hearing God is a skill we can learn through trial and error, which is the same way 
we learn to interpret Scripture. How can you be more bold and intentional about 
practicing this skill in order to grow in learning to hear God’s voice? 

5. Conscience is the innate sense of morality that gets activated within us as the Holy 
Spirit is working in us. Read Ezekiel 36:26-27. How have you experienced God 
changing your desires and speaking to you through your conscience?

6. Read the story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9:1-18. How does God use the gifts of 
prophecy, dreams, and visions to work in Paul’s life? 

a. When it comes to prophetic gifts, one mistake we can make is that we elevate 
our desire to have spiritual experiences over the reason why God gives them to 
us. The goal of fostering these gifts is not about what we get out of it, it’s about 
building up His church. Read 1 Corinthians 14:3. How does Paul describe the 
purpose of prophecy?  

7. Joel gave us three quick thoughts on how to grow in hearing God through circum-
stances: 

• Ask people you trust (not just those who will say what you want to hear)
• Move forward with purpose and open hands
• Keep a record to look back on

a. Are there any decisions you are currently wrestling with that you can apply these 
principles to? How so?

8. Sometimes, when we are trying to tune in to God’s voice we pick up some 
“static”—maybe it’s some distractions in our life, or maybe it’s our dismissive or defiant 
posture toward God. One of the best things we can do when there is static on the line 
is to ask God to show us what’s in the way. Take a moment and go before the Lord. Is 
there any static on the line that you need to acknowledge and remove? 

9. At the end of Joel’s teaching, he asked one of our pastors, Andy Otis, to lead us in an 
exercise where we postured ourselves to listen to Jesus. Did you hear anything 
during this exercise? If so, what was it?

a. How might this exercise in learning to listen to Jesus help you going forward?  
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