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identified as “Jesus Christ.”* If you are wondering what kind of “dicta-
tions” she received from this supposed “Jesus,” here are a few examples.

They sum up the ideas of the new spirituality perfectly:

* “Do not make the pathetic error of ‘clinging to the old rug-
ged cross.” The only message of the crucifixion is that you can

overcome the cross.”

“The name of Jesus Christ as such is but a symbol. But it
stands for love that is not of this world. It is a symbol that is
safely used as a replacement for the many names of all the
gods to which you pray.”

* “The Atonement is the final lesson he need learn, for it teaches

him that, never having sinned, he has no need of salvation.”

* Lesson 61 asks the reader to affirm “I am the light of the

world.”®
¢ Lesson 259 asks the reader to affirm “there is no sin.”

* Lesson 70 asks the reader to affirm “my salvation comes from

me.”"

Schucman effectively declared humans to be their own gods and sources of
truth by removing all the parts of Christianity that are perceived as unsa-
vory, such as sin, the blood atonement, and separation from God; cob-
bling together “wisdom” from different religions; and turning Jesus into

a generic symbol of love.

Lie #1—God Is All, and All Are One

One of the core principles of the new spirituality is that everything in
the universe (including you and me) is made up of the same substance and
reality. In other words, there is no separation between you, your dog, and
the tree outside that your dog just peed on. This worldview is called pazn-
theism and believes that “God” is a type of divine consciousness or energy
that is one and the same with the universe, something we can tap into as

we become more “enlightened.”
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energy,” and an “unending divine vitality,”* Although Rob did make a
passing comment about God’s transcendence, he went on to echo many
a New Age guru as he described how this “energy” connects everything in
the universe: “When we talk about God, we're talking about the straight-
forward affirmation that everything has a singular, common source and is
infinitely, endlessly, deeply connected.”

This isn't some hippie guru sitting on a mountaintop in India medi-
tating himself into nirvana. This is a well-known and beloved Christian
pastor marketing these ideas as Christianity and tying them up in a slick,
modern bow. Interestingly, Bell ended up going on tour with Oprah and
Deepak Chopra. Full circle achieved.

If you think these ideas would never find their way into otherwise
solid biblical churches, consider this: I was so excited last summer when I
found an evening vacation Bible school for my kids (five whole evenings
to myself in the middle of summer? Sign me up!) and the theme was Star
Wars. I picked my children up at the end of the first session just in time to
catch the closing skit, in which the children were being taught to under-
stand the work of the Holy Spirit—by comparing Him with the Force
in Star Wars. “It’s a feeling that starts in your belly and moves its way up
into your heart. That's how you know you are called.” What? My husband
turned to me and said, “Well, there went your free nights this week.” Los-
ing my evenings was a small price to pay for truth.

Lie #2—Congratulations, You Are God!

If we are all truly one, a natural progression in thought will take place.
Let’s follow that down the rabbit hole, shall we? If we are all made up of the
same substance or reality, then there is no separation between usand God.
Therefore, we and God are one—we are all divine. We just need to achieve

“higher consciousness” or a higher state of being to fully realize it—just
like Jesus did! In fact, there’s a term used in New Age circles called “Christ
consciousness,” which is described as the “awakening” Jesus had when
He finally realized His own divinity, His connectedness with the universe.

This is incredibly deceptive because of its obvious appeal. If we can just
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2. Divinity of All Mankind

The Bible clearly states that human beings are flawed (that’s putting it
lightly). It teaches that our hearts are wicked, and that we have all sinned
to the point that we cannot approach God on our own. In the Old Tes-
tament, the prophet Jeremiah described the human heart as “desper-
ately sick” (Jeremiah 17:9), and in the New Testament, the apostle Paul
described us as being “dead in our sin” (Ephesians 2:1). In fact, Mark
7:21-23 lists all the evil things that flow out of our hearts (evil thoughts,
deceit, and murder, oh my!). That’s a far cry from being divine. That actu-
ally puts us in the position of needing a Savior.

What about that “Christ consciousness”? The Bible describes Jesus as
the resurrected Christ—the anointed One, 70t as some type of symbol
of divine love or a representative of any other god you might choose to
pray to. Jesus wasn't just a regular guy who achieved some type of enlight-
enment or divine status. Rather, He claimed to exist eternally with God
before He took on human flesh and came to earth (John 8:58; 17:5). In
fact, a careful reading of the Gospels shows that He displayed all the same
attributes as God Himself. He didn’t just come to invite us all to have
some sort of epiphany and realize that we are all united as humankind. He

came to save us from our sin.

3. Relativism

Before we get into what the Bible says, can we talk some common
sense? Put on your thinking cap and come on a journey with me.

Let’s start by talking about truth. Truth is when you believe or say
something that lines up with reality. We all want what we believe about
the world to line up with reality; right? (You're likely to be diagnosed with
some kind of disorder otherwise.)

Instinctually, we all know that two contradictory statements can’t both
be true at the same time and in the same sense. For example, if T hold up
an apple and say, “This is an apple,” and then say, “This is not an apple,”
one of those statements is incorrect. Clearly, the apple can’t both 4¢ an
apple and 7ot be an apple at the same time and in the same sense. So if /
















