
GETTING STARTED

This weekend we continued in our series, Christ, Culture, & the Cross, and learned that Paul’s 
main message to the church in Corinth was to not forget that Christ-followers now live in a 
new reality as a result of the Cross. 

As you begin this study, take a moment to pause and reflect on this verse from the weekend 
passage:

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18

STUDY QUESTIONS

1) In this weekend’s message, Dre shared two truths that lead us to encounter the power of 
the Cross:

• The Cross Transforms Every Area
• The Cross Challenges How We Think

What is your top takeaway or insight from each of these two truths?

2) During the weekend message, Dre unpacked 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Slowly read through this 
passage again, two or three times in a row, and write down in your journal any key words or 
insights that jump out at you.

a. We began this study reflecting on 1 Corinthians 1:18. Reread this verse. How does this 
verse strike you?

b. What do you think Paul means when he says, “but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God?

c. Do you see the power of the Cross reflected in your own life? What does that look like?

d. How would you explain verse 25 in your own words?

e. Reread verse 27 carefully. What do you think Paul is referring to when he says, “the 
foolish things of the world”?  How about “the weak things of the world”?

f. Has your faith ever been challenged by a non-believer, and you felt foolish and weak? 
Explain. How did you respond? 

3) In the message, one practical step we learned was the importance of focus... choosing to 
focus on the Cross in our everyday lives. That’s especially helpful when the Lord calls us to 
something we see as “foolish.” Read Hebrews 12:1-2.

a. What things or sins might hinder us from keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus?

b. Based on verse 2, how does Jesus view the Cross? 

c. Sometimes, past religious experiences or a painful church experience can negatively 
impact and even skew a joyful view of the Cross. In what ways have you previously 
“seen” the “Cross”? Now when you look at it, how do you view it?   

d. Considering the weekend message, what might it look like for you to keep your focus 
on the Cross?

4) In Matthew 16:21-28, Jesus begins to prepare the disciples for something that they, at the 
time, would say was “foolish”- His crucifixion. Read this passage and write down any words, 
phrases, or insights in your journal.

a. Why do you think Peter reacted his way in verse 22? Can you empathize with Peter in 
this? How so?

b. How does Jesus respond to Peter?

c. Read verse 24 again carefully. What do you think Jesus meant by “deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me”? 

d. What might “taking up your cross” look like in your own life? 

e. Would you say that taking up the Cross and keeping your focus on the Cross are the 
same or di�erent? Explain.

f. Read verses 25 and 26 again. How do these words of Jesus impact you? Are you 
challenged by them? Explain.

g. If Peter got what he wanted and Jesus had not gone to the Cross, then Peter, as well 
as all of creation, would not have received all that God had planned. As you look back 
on your life, has there been a time when you were tempted to “settle” for less than 
what God had planned for you?  

Did you believe at the time it was “wise” and would lead to something “good”? Explain.

5) Sometimes the Lord asks something of us, and His request seems “foolish.” 

a. Reflect on a time in your life (or perhaps you are facing something now) when the Lord 
asked you to take a step of faith that seemed “foolish”. How did you wrestle with that? 

6) As we close out this study, take some time to again reflect on 1 Corinthians 1:18. Make this 
an opportunity to say or write a prayer of gratitude-that while we were once “perishing,” 
through the Cross we’ve been rescued and restored.
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