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Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what o
God’s will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2) :
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My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect
them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as | am not of it.
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:15-17)
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All passages, unless otherwise noted, are from the New International Version of the Bible.
You can download the free YouVersion Bible app that includes the NIV translation at your favorite app store.
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message notes

Supernatural

The Big Three

| appreciate Dallas Willard's kind but blunt definition of the
world: “Our cultural and social practices, that are under the
control of Satan and, thus, opposed to God.”

(John Mark Comer, Live No Lies)

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature deserving of wrath. (Ephesians 2:1-5)

The flesh is our inner propensity or inclination to do evil. ...

The World is the unhealthy social environment in which we live.
This includes the ungodly aspects of culture, peer pressure,
values, traditions, "what is in," "what is uncool," customs,
philosophies, and attitudes. The world represents the prevailing
worldview assumptions of the day that stand contrary to the
biblical understanding of reality and biblical values.

Our culture has a profound influence on the way we think and
act. It provides us with a complete script for how we conduct our
lives—what we do when we get sick, how we act toward the
opposite sex, how we spend our money, what we pursue in life,
what we think about people who are different from us, and so
on. (Clinton Arnold,
Three Crucial Questions About Spiritual Warfare, p. 34)
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The World

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world,
love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world-the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the
Father but from the world. (1 John 2:15-17)

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world
means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend
of the world becomes an enemy of God. (James 4:4)

If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the
world, but | have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you. ... If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. (John 15:18-20)

| have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than | am of the world. My prayer is not that you
take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, even as | am not of it. (John 17:14-16)




