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Reasons to Believe 
Apologetics 101 

 
 
 
Small Group Discussion: 
 
  Read the following poem by John Godfrey Saxe about the blind men and the 

elephant and discuss what you think is the point of this fable: 
 
 1) It was six men of Indostan    5) The Fourth reached out his eager hand,  

To learning much inclined,     And felt about the knee. 
Who went to see the Elephant    "What most this wondrous beast is like 
(Though all of them were blind),    Is mighty plain," quoth he 
That each by observation     "'Tis clear enough the Elephant 
Might satisfy his mind.      Is very like a tree!" 
 
2) The First approach'd the Elephant,  6) The Fifth, who chanced to touch the ear, 
And happening to fall      Said: "E'en the blindest man 
Against his broad and sturdy side,   Can tell what this resembles most; 
At once began to bawl:     Deny the fact who can, 
"God bless me! but the Elephant    This marvel of an Elephant 
Is very like a wall!"       Is very like a fan!" 
 
3) The Second, feeling of the tusk,   7) The Sixth no sooner had begun 
Cried, "Ho! what have we here    About the beast to grope, 
So very round and smooth and sharp?  Then, seizing on the swinging tail 
To me 'tis mighty clear      That fell within his scope, 
This wonder of an Elephant     "I see," quoth he, "the Elephant 
Is very like a spear!”      Is very like a rope!" 
 
4) The Third approached the animal,   8) And so these men of Indostan   9) So oft in theologic wars, 
And happening to take     Disputed loud and long,     The disputants, I ween, 
The squirming trunk within his hands,  Each in his own opinion     Rail on in utter ignorance 
Thus boldly up and spake:     Exceeding stiff and strong     Of what each other mean, 
"I see," quoth he, "the Elephant    Though each was partly in the right,   And prate about an Elephant 
Is very like a snake!"      And all were in the wrong!     Not one of them has seen! 

 
 
 What does it seem to get right? How does it miss the point? 
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Six Questions to Wrestle With: 
 
 
 
1) Why Jesus ____________________? 
 
 
 

 This is the only ____________________ Jesus gave us: 
 
 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really 
know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”  John 14:1–7 
 
 
 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to account today 
for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all 
the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, 
that this man stands before you healed. Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ 
(Psalm 118:22) 
 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 
Acts 4:8–12 

 
 
 

 This issue is not the ____________________ of the claim, but if it is ____________________ 
 

 
 
 

 Truth by nature is ____________________, and any truth claim is ____________________ 
 
 
 
It is no more narrow to claim that one religion is right than to claim that one way to think about religions (namely that all 
religions are equal) is right. We are all exclusive in our beliefs about religion, but in different ways. 
                   Timothy Keller – The Reason for God 
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2) What about other ____________________? 
 
 
 

 Religions are not the ____________________ : each has its own ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 When these claims ____________________ either one is ____________________ 
     or both are ____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
  Is there any other way that deals with our _________________ ____________________? 
 
 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Paul – Romans 6: 23 
 
 
 
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins 
of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

Hebrews 9:27–28 
 
 
 
 
  If there are other ways, the Jesus’ sacrifice was ____________________ : 
 
   - And he cannot even be an ____________________ 
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3) What about ____________________ ____________________? 
 
 
 

 Most people believe they are ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 The problem is not our ____________________, but our ____________________ 
 
  - How far can you jump? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.                Paul – Romans 3:23–24 
 
 
 
If all Jesus Christ did was give us the Sermon on the Mount and the Golden Rule, he would have actually increased our 
frustration. Few of us can consistently keep these. Our problem has never been not knowing what we should do. Our 
problem, rather, has been lacking the power, the ability, to do what we know is helpful, moral, good, just, honest and kind. 
 

Jesus Christ not only taught the Golden Rule; he came to help us keep it. This is essentially the major distinction between 
Christianity and other religions. He offers us his power to live as we should, gives us forgiveness as a free gift. He gives us 
his “new” life, his own righteousness. We can start over again. He does something for us that we cannot do for ourselves. 

Paul Little – Know Why You Believe 
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4) What about someone who has never ____________________ of ____________________? 
 
 
 

 The innocent person who dies without hearing of Jesus goes to ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
  No one is condemned because of wrong ____________________, 

     but because of wrong ____________________ 
 
 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation — if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. 
This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have 
become a servant.                 Paul – Colossians 1:21–23 
 
 
 
  God has not ____________________ Himself 
 
 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the 
truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  Paul – Romans 1:18–20 
 
 
 
  We are the ones who are ____________________ from God 

    and God is the One who is ____________________ us 
 
 
------------------------------------ 
 
Here is another thing that used to puzzle me. Is it not frighteningly unfair that this new life should be confined to people 
who have heard of Christ and been able to believe in him? But the truth is God has not told us what His arrangements 
about the other people are. We do know that no man can be saved except through Christ; we do not know that only those 
who know Him can be saved through Him. But in the meantime, if you are worried about the people outside, the most 
unreasonable thing you can do is to remain outside yourself. Christians are Christ’s body, the organism through which He 
works. Every addition to that body enables Him to do more. If you want to help those outside you must add your own little 
cell to the body of Christ who alone can help them. Cutting off a man’s finger would be an odd way of getting him to do 
more work.               C.S. Lewis – Mere Christianity 
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5) What about someone who is really ____________________? 
 
 
 

 Sincerity does not determine ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 If it is not joined with truth, it can be ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) What if I ____________________ God my own ____________________? 
 
 
 

 What matters is what _______________ wants 
 
 
 
 
 

 True worship is a matter of ____________________, not ____________________ 
 
 
 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that 
the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
 

Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet 
a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 
                     John 4:19–24 
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An Important Implication for the Christ Follower: 
 
 
 
 We do not follow Jesus because we always _______________ __________, 
     we follow Jesus because we _______________ __________ 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real 
food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. Just as the living 
Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that 
came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.” He said 
this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
 

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 
 

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? What if you see the Son of 
Man ascend to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are 
spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of 
them did not believe and who would betray him. He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me 
unless the Father has enabled him.” 
 

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
 

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you 
are the Holy One of God.”                  John 6:53–69 
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HOMEWORK: 
 
 
 
 
 Read Handout: “The Reason For God” Chapter 5 by Timothy Keller 
 
 
 
 Read Chapter 10 in “Know Why You Believe” by Paul Little 
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