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Reasons to Believe 
Apologetics 101 

 
 
 
 
Small Group Discussion: 
 
 
 What questions do you have concerning the reliability of the Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If someone gave you a hand written copy of an important note from a friend, how could you  
    determine if it faithfully reflected the original note (assuming you cannot check with your  
    friend or the original note)? 
 
 
 
 
  What if you had five different copies of the original note? 
 
 
 
 
 
  What if you had several dozen copies of the original note, including copies of copies of the     
           note made by different people? 
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Two Important Questions About the Bible: 
 
 
 
1) Does the Bible we have today accurately ____________________ what was originally written? 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT FACT TO KNOW: 
 

 We have ____________________ of the original writings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Is the message of the Bible ____________________? 
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Can We Trust the Old Testament Scriptures? 
 
 
 
 The Old Testament scriptures existed at the time of ____________________ : 
 
 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  
 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
(Deuteronomy 8:3) 
 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. If you are the Son of God,” 
he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” (Psalm 91:11–12) 
 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” (Deuteronomy 6:16) 
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All 
this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” (Deuteronomy 
6:13) 
 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.        Matthew 4:1–11 
 
 
 
 
 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

Jesus – Matthew 5:17 
 
 
 
 
 
Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 
 

He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. The Queen 
of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to 
listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater than Solomon is here.”    Matthew 12:38–42 
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Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 
 

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ (Genesis 1:27) and said, 
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 
(Genesis 2:24) So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”  
                     Matthew 19:3–6 
 
 
 
 
 
That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. “Teacher,” they said, “Moses 
told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for him. Now 
there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his 
brother. The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. Finally, the woman 
died. Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” 
 

Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. At the resurrection people will 
neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. But about the resurrection of the dead—
have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ (Exodus 3:6)? 
He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” 
 

When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. 
 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him 
with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ (Deuteronomy 6:5) 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Leviticus 19:18) All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”       Matthew 22:23–40 
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 The Old Testament scriptures existed at the time of the __________ ___________________ : 
 
 

 In Peter’s first sermon in Acts 2 he quotes from the prophet Joel and Psalms 168 & 110 
 
 
  During his trial in Acts 7, Stephen covers major sections of the Old Testament: 
 
  -Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
 

  -Joseph’s story 
 

  -Moses and the deliverance of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt 
 

  -Quotes from the prophets Amos and Isaiah 
 
 
  The book of Hebrews is filled with quotes from various sections of the Old Testament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 What does this mean? 
 
 

 We can have ____________________ in their ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our biggest challenge: 
 
 
  Our oldest copies only date back to approximately ____________________ 
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 The Impact of the Dead Sea Scrolls: 
 
 

 The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in some caves near the Dead Sea in 1947. The Essenes    
    who lived at Qumran from 150 B.C. to 70 A.D. placed them in these caves. The Essenes were  
    wiped out by the Romans in the first century during a Jewish uprising. 

 
 

 The scrolls consist of approximately ____________________ fragments and books (scrolls). 
 
 
  What is the significance of this discovery? 
 
 
 
150 BC – 70 AD          850-950 AD                   1947 
 
 
  - Prior to 1947, our oldest ____________________ dated back to 850-950 AD 
 
  - With this discovery there was a jump of nearly ____________________ years between  

  the different sets of manuscripts 
 
- By comparing the different sets of manuscripts we can see how many _______________  
  have crept in over time 

 
 
 
 
The Dead Sea Scrolls provide a basis of comparison from 1,000 years before our manuscripts were written. That comparison 
shows an astonishing reliability in transmission of the text. One scholar observe that the two copies of Isaiah found in the 
Qumran caves, “proved to be word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95 percent of the text. 
The 5 percent of variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and variations in spelling.” The main reason for all of 
this consistency is that the scribes who made the copies had a profound reverence for the text. Jewish traditions laid out 
every aspect of copying texts as if it were law, from the kind of materials to be used to how many columns and lines were to 
be on every page. Nothing was to be written from memory. There was even religious ceremony to perform each time the 
name of God was written. Any copy with just one mistake in it was destroyed. This guarantees us that there has been no 
substantial change in the text of the Old Testament in the last 2,000 years and evidence that there was probably very little 
change before that.    Norman Geisler & Ron Brooks – When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook of Christian Evidences 
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Can We Trust the New Testament Scriptures? 
 
 
 The New Testament scriptures were written by ____________________ of Jesus 
 
 

 Most were ____________________ to the events they recorded: 
 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 
                     John – John 1:14 & 21:24 
 
 
 
For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we 
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came 
from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.       Peter – 2 Peter 1:16–18 
 
 
 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at 
and our hands have touched —this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what 
we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.         John – 1 John 1:1–4 
 
 
 
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you 
have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.       Paul – 1 Corinthians 15:1–8 
 
 
 

 Or close ____________________ with those who were: 
 
 
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed 
down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since I myself have 
carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.  Luke – Luke 1:1–3 
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 Manuscript evidence for the New Testament scriptures: 
 
 
 

Author/Work  Date Written  Oldest Copy  Time Span  # of Copies 
 

Aristotle    B.C. 384–322  900 A.D.   1,400 years   49 
 
 Herodotus   B.C. 480–425  900 A.D.   1,300 years   8 
 
 Pliny the    61–113 A.D.  850 A.D.   750 years    7 
 Younger 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 Homer     B.C. 800   B.C. 400   500 years    643 
 The Illiad 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 New     40–100 A.D.  125–325 A.D.  25–285 years   _______________ 
 Testament 
 
 
 
 
  There are approximately _______________ Greek manuscripts 
 
 
 
 
  There are approximately _______________ translated manuscripts 
 
 
 
 

 There are approximately _______________ quotations of the New Testament scriptures in  
     the writings of the early church 
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 What about differences in the different manuscripts? 
 
 
 
  There are some ___________________ found amongst the different manuscripts: 
 
   - Acts 8:37 
 
   - 1 John 5:7 
 
   - John 7:53–8:31 
 
 
 
  None of these have any major ____________________ significance 
 
 
 
With all those manuscripts, there are a lot of little differences. It is easy for someone to leave the wrong impression by 
saying that there are 200,000 “errors” that have crept into the Bible when the word should be “variants.” A variant is 
counted any time one copy is different from any other copy and it is counted again in every copy where it appears. So 
when a single word is spelled differently in 3,000 copies, that is counted as 3,000 variants. In fact, there are only 10,000 
places where variants occur and most of those are matters of spelling and word order. There are less than 40 places in the 
New Testament where we are really not certain which reading is original, but not one of these has any effect on a central 
doctrine of the faith. NOTE: the problem is not that we don’t know what the text is, but that we are not certain which text 
has the right reading. We have 100 percent of the New Testament and we are sure about 99.5 percent of it. 
 

But even if we did not have such good manuscript evidence, we could actually reconstruct almost the entire New 
Testament from quotations in the church fathers of the second and third centuries. Only eleven verses are missing, mostly 
from 2 and 3 John. Even if all the copies of the New Testament had been burned at the end of the third century, we could 
have known virtually all of it by studying these writings. 
 

Some people have balked that inerracy is an unprovable doctrine because it refers only to the original inspired writings, 
which we don’t have and not the copies we do have. But if we can be this certain of the text of the New Testament and 
have an Old Testament text that has not changed in 2,000 years, then we don’t need the originals to know what they said. 
The text of our modern Bibles is so close to the original that we can have every confidence that what it teaches is truth. 

Norman Geisler & Ron Brooks – When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook of Christian Evidences 
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Are the New Testament Claims True? 
 
 
 
 Why include ____________________ material? 
 
 
  Mark 11:15–18   Jesus’ rampage in the Temple 
 

  Matthew 20:20–28  Jealousy and infighting amongst the disciples 
 

  Mark 14:48–52   The disciples’ desertion of Jesus in Gethsemane 
 

  John 20:10–18   The first witnesses of Jesus resurrected were women 
 
 
 
 
 
 Why would they _______________ for a _______________? 
 
 
  They were ____________________: 
 
 
  - Acts 2:32    Peter’s first public testimony is in Jerusalem 
 

  - Acts 4:8–20   Peter and John maintain their story in the face of persecution 
 

  - Acts 22–26   Paul speaks of his own eyewitness encounter with Jesus 
 
 
 
  They had to be ____________________: 
 
 
  - Luke 24:9–12  The empty tomb did not convince Peter 
 

  - John 20:24–25  Thomas would not believe despite what the others told him 
 

  - John 7:1–5   James did not become a believer until after Jesus’ death (1 Corinthians 15:7–8) 
 

  - Acts 9:1–31   Paul went from being an enemy of Christianity to its greatest proponent 
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HOMEWORK: 
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