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Reasons to Believe 
Apologetics 101 

 
 
 
 
Small Group Discussion: 
 
 
 What questions do you have regarding the origins of the Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 How would your respond to the following statements? 
 
 The Bible is just a bunch of myths that ignorant people believe in order to feel good about life. 
 
 
 The Bible has been used to justify great evils like the crusades, slavery, and the belittling of women. 
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What is the Bible? 
 
 
 
 The word “bible” is the English form of the Greek word biblia meaning ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Bible is a collection of __________ ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 It is divided into two sections: __________ ____________________ 
          __________ ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The word testament is a rendering of the Greek diatheke meaning ____________________ 
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 The Old Testament is the covenant between God and __________ ____________________ 
 
 
 
When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the 
pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi 
of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates — the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”         Genesis 15:17–21 
 
 
 
 
Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come. This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every 
male among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me 
and you.”                  Genesis 17:9–11 
 
 
 
 
On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt —on that very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. After 
they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the 
mountain. 

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the 
descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how 
I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”     Exodus 19:1–8 

 

Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. “Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in your eyes, then let the Lord 
go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.” 

Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any 
nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. Obey 
what I command you today …” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with 
you and with Israel.” Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. 
And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.  Exodus 34:8–11 & 27–28 

 
 
 
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant  with the people of Israel and with the people 
of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the covenant I will 
make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know 
the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their 
wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”          Jeremiah 31:31–34 
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 The New Testament is the covenant between God and __________ ____________________ 
 
 
 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine 
from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  Matthew 26:26–29 

 
 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the 
same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
                    Paul – 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
 
 
 
 
But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the 
old one, since the new covenant is established on better promises. For if there had been nothing wrong with that first 
covenant, no place would have been sought for another. But God found fault with the people and said: 

“The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant  with the people of Israel and with the people of 
Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is the covenant 
I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on 
their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 
‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and 
will remember their sins no more.”  
 
By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear. 
                    Hebrews 8:6–13 
 
 
 
 
But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands 
upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have 
come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to 
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.     Hebrews 12:22–24 
 
 
 
 
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not 
only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I 
have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives 
life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.        Paul – Romans 4:16–17 
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Is the Bible God’s Revelation to Us? 
 
 
 
 It is the claim of the biblical writers that scripture is ____________________ by God 
 
 
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 
For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.             Peter – 2 Peter 1:20–21 
 
 
 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom 
you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

Paul – 2 Timothy 3:14–16 
 
 
 
 
 
 The idea of biblical inspiration is that as the writers were writing their books or letters, God 

was actively involved in the process so that the final result was that what was written was 
considered to be the words of God 

 
 
 
Inspiration is a work of God terminating, not in the men who were to write Scripture (as if, having given them an idea of 
what to say, God left them to themselves to find a way of saying it), but an actual written product. It is Scripture – graphe, 
the written text – that is God-breathed. The essential idea here is that all Scripture has the same character as the prophet’s 
sermons had, both when preached and when written. That is to say, Scripture is not only man’s word – the fruit of human 
thought, premeditation, and art – but also and equally God’s word, spoken through man’s lips or written with man’s pen. 
In other words, Scripture has a double authorship, and man is only the secondary author; the primary author, through 
whose initiative, prompting, and enlightenment, and under whose superintendence each human writer did his work, is 
God the Holy Spirit.        J. I. Packer in The Origin of the Bible edited by Philip Comfort 
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 Jesus’ view of scripture: 
 
 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  
 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
(Deuteronomy 8:3) 
 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. If you are the Son of God,” 
he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” (Psalm 91:11–12) 
 
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” (Deuteronomy 6:16) 
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All 
this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
 
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” (Deuteronomy 
6:13) 
 
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.        Matthew 4:1–11 
 
 
 
 
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, “What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” 
 
“The son of David,” they replied. 
 
He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says, 
 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ (Psalm 110:1) 
 
If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one 
dared to ask him any more questions.             Matthew 22:41–46 
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 Peter’s view of scripture: 
 
 
2 Peter 1:20–21 
 
 
 
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things 
that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.                  Peter – 2 Peter 3:15–16 
 
 
 
 
 
 Paul’s view of scripture: 
 
 
2 Timothy 3:14–16 
 
 
 
The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching 
and teaching. For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” (Deuteronomy 25:4) and “The 
worker deserves his wages.” (Luke 10:7 - ?)           Paul – 1 Timothy 5:17–18 
 
 
 
To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he 
must not divorce her. 
 
Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is 
trustworthy. 
 
In my judgment, she is happier if she stays as she is—and I think that I too have the Spirit of God. 

Paul – 1 Corinthians 7:12 & 25 & 40 
 
 
 



 Week 3                                                                                              Reasons to Believe: Apologetics 101 

     8 

 
 
Why Do We Have These 66 Books? 
 
 
 
 The 66 Books of the bible form the ____________________ of scripture 
 
 
  The Greek word kanon means a ____________________ or ____________________  

     of measurement: 
 
  - Was it written by an ____________________? 
 
  - Had it been widely ____________________ by the churches over time? 
 
  - Was it in ____________________ with other texts? 
 
 
One of the reasons the majority of ancient Christians rejected such Gospels (i.e., The Gospels of Thomas, Philip, Mary 
Magdelene, etc.) is that they seemed to appear out of nowhere. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John had been known 
throughout the churches for 50–100 years, and then suddenly, one Christian group claims to have “discovered” a book 
written by Thomas or Judas or whomever. You can understand why the other churches might be suspicious, especially 
since these new “Gospels” bore a striking resemblance to the peculiar teachings of recent splinter groups and had little in 
common with the four earlier Gospels.  

John Dickson – The Christ Files: How Historians Know What They Know About Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 The Bible was ____________________ in the sense of being formally canonized at a church       
    council in Carthage in AD 397 
 
 
One thing must be emphatically stated. The New Testament books did not become authoritative for the Church because 
they were formally included in a canonical list; on the contrary, the Church included them in her canon because she 
already regarded them as divinely inspired, recognizing their innate worth and generally apostolic authority, direct or 
indirect. The first ecclesiastical councils to classify the canonical books were both held in North Africa – at Hippo Regius in 
393 and at Carthage in 397 – but what these councils did was not to impose something new upon the Christian 
communities but to codify what was already the general practice of those communities.  

F. F. Bruce – The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? 
 
 
  Why? - To protect against ____________________ 
 
    - To aid in ____________________ efforts 
 
    - Due to ____________________ 
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The Uniqueness of the Bible: 
 
 
 
 The Bible is a compilation of __________ ____________________ 
 
 
  By __________ different ____________________ 
 
 
   From differing ____________________ 
 
 
    Written in __________ different ____________________ 
 
 
     On different ____________________ 
 
 
      Over a span of ____________________ years 
 
 
       And, yet, the Bible reveals a ____________________ story 
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HOMEWORK: 
 
 
 
 
 Read Handout: “The Christ Files” Chapters 5 & 6 by John Dickson 
 
 
 
 Read Chapter 6 from “Know Why You Believe” by Paul Little 
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