= The Blessing of Jesus

Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and
announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed
through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham,
the man of faith. ... He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith
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we might receive the promise of the Spirit. (Galatians 3:7-9, 14)
The Blessing The Blessing
Two Key Questions God'’s Pursuit Of His People
1) You ... The ?

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

(Ephesians 1:3) Treachery

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands
and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken
up into heaven. (Luke 24:50-51)

The Blessing
2) You ... Under ? God'’s Pursuit Of His People

| have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life,
so that you and your children may live. (Deuteronomy 30:19)

All passages, unless otherwise noted, are from the New International Version of the Bible.
You can download the free YouVersion Bible app that includes the NIV translation at your favorite app store.
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The Blessing
The Basics

= The Creation
Genesis 1:22 & 28/Genesis 3:17-19

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and
the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.”

So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
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God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every
living creature that moves on the ground.”

(Genesis 1:26-28)

= The Call of Abraham

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your
people and your father’s household to the land | will
show you.

“I will make you into a great nation,
and | will bless you;
| will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”  (Genesis 12:1-3)

= The Blessing of Isaac
Genesis 25:23

After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac. (Genesis 25:11)

He blessed him and said, ...

“May God give you heaven'’s dew

and earth’s richness—

an abundance of grain and new wine.
May nations serve you

and peoples bow down to you.
Be lord over your brothers,

and may the sons of your mother bow down to you.
May those who curse you be cursed

and those who bless you be blessed.” (Genesis 27:27-29)
When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry
and said to his father, “Bless me—me too, my father!” But he said, “Your
brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” ... Then he asked,
“Haven’t you reserved any blessing for me?” Isaac answered Esau, “l have
made him lord over you and have made all his relatives his servants, and |
have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can | possibly do for
you, my son?” (Genesis 27:34-37)

= The Blessing of Aaron

The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to
bless the Israelites. Say to them:

““The LORD bless you
and keep you;

the LORD make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;

the LORD turn his face toward you
and give you peace.”

“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and | will bless them.”
(Numbers 6:22-27)




