
This weekend Michael shared a special stand-alone message entitled A New Thing. The 
message was based on a passage from the book of Isaiah.

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!

Today we will learn more about the excitement, as well as the challenges, that come when 
God is doing A New Thing!

Before you begin this study, take a few moments to prepare your heart and ask God to lead 
you as you complete this study.

DINNER & COVENANT WEEK

This week, we start our fall session of Life Groups, whether you are in an outdoor group or a 
digital group, with a dinner and covenant meeting. Your Life Group leaders should have 
contacted you by now to make sure you know the time and location of the meeting, as well as 
what to expect for the first evening based on COVID guidelines. If you have not heard from 
your Life Group leaders, please contact Stacy Sullivan at (818) 709-0113, ext. 105, and she will 
help you get connected.

The Life Group Covenant explains the purpose of your Life Group, clarifies the expectations 
for being a part of your Life Group, and explains what you are committing to for this session. 
Your covenant will look di�erent based on whether you are in a digital (Zoom) group or an 
outdoor group.

As you prepare for your meeting, make sure to take some time to answer the questions in the 
study and bring them with you to your first meeting.

Finally, we are providing less space for answers on this sheet so make sure to have a journal 
handy to write down your answers.

Enjoy!

GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER

You have traveled to a city in the Midwest to research starting a new business. You discover 
their Main Street in the old town section of the city. It is a very quaint street and buzzing with 
people. You realize that this would be a perfect place for your new business! What is your new 
business? Why that business?

READ
What does the Word say about this topic?

Isaiah 43:1-3, 5, 16-19

REFLECT
What insights do these passages reveal about this topic?

1. What insights do these passages reveal about this topic?

2. Having read these passages, write down any key words that stand out to you. Why did 
these words stand out to you?

3. In these verses, Isaiah is exhorting the Israelites to stop looking back to the former things 
(the exodus from Egypt), and directing them to look forward to the New Thing that God is 
doing (rescuing them from exile in Babylon).

• Why do you think the Israelites were “looking back” to the former things instead of 
“looking forward” to the new things that God was doing? Explain.

• How do you believe that Satan uses “looking back” to manipulate us at times?
• Why do you think that it is so often hard for us to “look forward”?

RESPOND
What does God want to say to me about this topic?

1. Michael shared this weekend that New Things…Bring New Challenges. Since March, COVID 
has changed each of our lives in many ways. At times it has been challenging, but in the midst 
of these challenges, God is often up to A New Thing. 

• Are there any new things that God is currently up to in your life?
• If so, what have been some of the challenges that have come with it?
• How have you dealt with these challenges?
• After hearing this message, are there any new ways God is calling you to respond to 

these challenges? Explain.

2. Michael also shared about The Stockdale Paradox this weekend. What was your biggest 
take away from Jim Stockdale’s story of survival and the paradox that was named after him? 

• Is there anything from The Stockdale Paradox that you can begin applying in your life as 
it relates to COVID-19 and all that is currently going on? Explain.

• What di�erence do you think these changes will make in your daily life, your choices, 
your actions, your words and how you treat others?

TOPICAL PRAYER

Prayer is an important part of each Life Group. Often those who are new to a Life Group are 
intimidated by praying aloud if they have never done it before. Others are so comfortable with 
prayer that they can take over the prayer time without meaning to. For these reasons we 
suggest practicing topical prayer to help your group get comfortable praying together. Here 
are three basic guidelines:

1. Focus on a Single Topic/Request at a Time

Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request. Once a topic is introduced, one or 
two members pray for that request. Then the Life Group leader will direct the prayer time by 
sharing the next topic/request.

2. Pray Several Times Together

By focusing on one topic at a time, each member has an opportunity to pray at di�erent times 
for the requests they are most passionate about.

3. Keep Requests/Prayers Short and Simple

By keeping both requests and prayers short and simple, everyone has a chance to share and 
pray. This helps those who are new to prayer feel more comfortable praying. It also helps 
everyone stay focused during your time of prayer together.
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